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Welcome New Members 
 

Michael Barnett, Trumbull 
 

Jessica Brown, Stamford 
 

Lili Fuller, Milford 
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SCM Chapter Events – March 2018 
 
Thursday, March 1, 7:00 pm 
Documentary Film: All Things Bakelite: The Age of Plastic by John Maher  
The Pequot Library, 720 Pequot Ave. Southport (Fairfield), CT 
The story of the first wholly synthetic plastic. RSVP to Jim Mizera at jmizeract@gmail.com or text or 
call (203) 522-1959. 
 
Tuesday, March 6, 6:30 pm 
Book Discussion at the Diner 
Silver Star Diner, 210 Connecticut Ave. (Post Rd.), Norwalk, CT (http://www.silverstarct.com/) 
We’ll start off the evening by discussing the article “On Paradox” by Richard Lederer, in the “Looking 
at Language” column in the February 2018 national Mensa Bulletin (download at 
https://pubs.royle.com/publication/?i=471464&p=&l=&m=&ver=&view=&pp=. If you cannot get it, 
email Jim for a copy). Lederer references the “Essay on Man” by Alexander Pope, which is freely 
available on Gutenberg and other websites. In the second half of the evening, we’ll talk about books 
you’ve read. RSVP to Jim Mizera at jmizeract@gmail.com or text or call (203) 522-1959. 
 
Wednesday, March 7, 7:00 pm 
Southern Connecticut and Connecticut/Western Massachusetts Joint Dinner 
John's Best Pizza, ShopRite Plaza, Federal Road, Brookfield, CT 
We moved our dinner to the first Wednesday of each month. Join us for some great pizza (and other 
Italian food) as well as a wide variety of conversational topics. Casual, fun, and low-key evening. 
Interested M’s should contact Merrill Loechner at SCMensa66@gmail.com  
 
Wednesday, March 14, 7:00 pm 
Southern Connecticut Mensa Board Meeting – Teleconference 
Contact Joan Coprio at jcoprio@optonline.net for call directions or to add something to the agenda. 
 
Saturday, March 17, 6:30 pm 
Southern Connecticut Monthly Dinner  
Panera Bread, 1860 Post Road, East Westport, CT 
Southern CT Mensan Rick D'Amico will again give a talk about the history, techniques, technology, 
and enjoyment of archery. Many people missed his abridged presentation in February because of the 
snowstorm, so Rick will return with more insights. Contact Jim Mizera at jmizeract@gmail.com or text 
or call (203) 522-1959 for reservations or info. RSVP strongly encouraged. Dress is casual. We will 
enjoy dinner before the presentation (if you have the Panera app, you can pre-order). Members who 
have not attended a monthly dinner before will get dinner for free or get a free Panera gift card. You 
can bring a donation of money or food to benefit the Connecticut Food Bank. 
 

Thursday, March 22, 7:30–9:30 pm 
Southern Connecticut Mensa Coffee Party 
Starbucks, 1079 High Ridge Rd., Stamford, CT (off Merritt exit 35 
and next to Trader Joe's) 
Host: Bruce Miller, (203) 554-0903, bruce3miller@yahoo.com 
 

 

mailto:jmizeract@gmail.com
http://www.silverstarct.com/
https://pubs.royle.com/publication/?i=471464&p=&l=&m=&ver=&view=&pp=
mailto:jmizeract@gmail.com
mailto:SCMensa66@gmail.com
mailto:jcoprio@optonline.net
mailto:jmizeract@gmail.com
tel:(203)%20522-1959
mailto:bruce3miller@yahoo.com
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2018 Chapter Business Meetings 
 
March 14 – Teleconference 
April 18 – In person 
May 17 – Teleconference 
June 21 – Teleconference 
July 19 – In person 
August 16 – Teleconference 
September 20 – Teleconference 
October 18 – In person 
November 15 – Teleconference 
December 20 – Teleconference 

 
 

 
 

February Business Meeting Minutes 
 
We had discussions on various items, including scholarships and event incentives, but no voting 
items. Complete minutes will be provided, along with the March minutes, in the April newsletter. 
 

 

 
 

Culture Quest Deadlines 

 
April 29: CultureQuest XXIX - https://www.us.mensa.org/attend/culturequest/ 
 

¶ March 31: Entry fee and complete team roster must be received 

¶ April 13: Tests mailed to Team Captains 

¶ April 29: CultureQuest XXIX 

¶ April 30: Tests must postmarked for return 

¶ May 25: Corrected tests and scores returned 

¶ June 8: Challenges must be received 

¶ June 15: Challenge rulings returned to teams 

¶ July 4-8: Winners announced at Annual Gathering 
 
 

https://www.us.mensa.org/attend/culturequest/
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CT & Western MA Mensa Chapter–Upcoming Events 
 
This is not a complete listing. Details regarding these and other C&WM events can be found at: 
http://www.cwm.us.mensa.org/members/member-page.htm (Mensa ID and Password required). You 
can also check out their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/123261321217597/. 
 
Friday, March 2, 5:30 pm 
First Friday Happy Hour and Dinner (Wallingford)   
Michael’s Trattoria, 344 Center St., Wallingford, (203) 269-5303  
Contact Ann.cell (8__) 817-9910. 
 
Saturday, March 3, 10:00 am 
1st Saturday Breakfast (Springfield Area) 
Casa Café, 520 N Main St., East Longmeadow, MA  
Directions: From I-91 (25 minutes from Northampton), take Exit 2 (MA 83 South). Go left at the light at 
the top of the hill, right at the next light onto Sumner, and then slightly right onto Main St (Rt. 83.)  
RSVP to: (8__) 810-7370 (voice or text). 
 
Wednesday, March 7, 6:00 pm 
Discussion Group (Old Saybrook, CT)  
A new discussion group intended to help us clarify our thinking about ideas like Justice or Truth. The 
first topic will be “Happiness.” Sometimes saying an idea out loud and hearing others' reactions 
enables us to shape our lives in more productive ways. We'll meet for the first time at my home in Old 
Saybrook at 6:00 PM. I'll provide a good soup and bread, so we can 
dine and discuss at the same time. Contact Ann F. at (8__) 388-1893. 
 
Sunday, March 11, 12:00 pm 
Indian Buffet Lunch (Middletown) 
Haveli India Restaurant, 1300 South Main St., Rte 17, South Middletown 
The food is enticing, the staff is friendly, and the company is the best to be had anywhere! Join us at 
Haveli India Restaurant for an all-you-can-eat $9.95 buffet. New members are particularly welcome at 
this event. To read about the restaurant, or get directions, please see http://www.haveliindia.com/. 
RSVP required. Call Barb for a reservation: (8__) 632-7873 or email Barbmft1 gmail.com. 
 
Saturday, March 11, 12:30 pm 
Book Club (Cromwell, CT)  
This month, it’s back to Barb H’s in Cromwell, CT, to discuss Brunelleschi's Dome: How a 
Renaissance Genius Reinvented Architecture, by Ross King. The book was originally selected by 
Manny R. According to Amazon, “(Pursuant to a contest in 1418 Florence) of the many plans 
submitted, one stood out—a daring and unorthodox solution to vaulting what is still the largest dome 
(143 feet in diameter) in the world. It was offered not by a master mason or carpenter, but by a 
goldsmith and clockmaker named Filippo Brunelleschi, then forty-one, who would dedicate the next 
twenty-eight years to solving the puzzles of the dome's construction. In the process, he did nothing 
less than reinvent the field of architecture.” Barb has actually seen Brunelleschi’s dome and it is every 
bit as impressive as the book makes it sound. 

As usual, we will start at 12:30 with our typically gourmet and abundant pot-luck, with 
discussion to follow. An RSVP is required so Barb can plan seating. BarbMFT1 gmail com or 632 
7873. 

http://www.cwm.us.mensa.org/members/member-page.htm%20(Mensa%20ID%20and%20Password%20required)
http://www.haveliindia.com/
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To be included in our advance notice email list, or if you would like a copy of the more than 
100 books we’ve read over the years, just email to Barb at Barbmft1 at gmail.com. 
 
Thursday, March 15, 6:30 pm  
3rd Thursday Pioneer Valley Dinner   
Email Ian (mensanian at ianfraser.net) for more information, directions, or to RSVP (very much 
appreciated but not required). New members and guests are encouraged to attend this always 
friendly and interesting event. We hope to see you there!  
 
Friday, March 23, 5:00 pm 
4th Friday Happy Hour (Hamden) 
The Playwright, http://www.playwrightirishpub.com  
Contact Ann cell (8__) 817-9910. 
 

 
 
 
Mid-Hudson Mensa 
Potential Potluck in Holmes, NY 
A recent transplant from Oregon Mensa, Mid-Hudson Mensa member Daniel Laury is interested in 
having a themed potluck event at his home in Holmes, NY, 12531. He tells us that he’s had success 
with home-based, themed events in Oregon, including Mysteries, Movie Night, Medieval Food Night, 
and the hilarious “Shark Face Party” that you can watch for yourself on YouTube.com: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCiA8gTJz_M 

If interested in attending or planning, please show your support by contacting Daniel at 
drlaury@yahoo.com so he can gauge the feasibility of putting this together. With Homes situated 
between Fishkill, NY, and New Milford, CT, we’re hoping this get-together will feature both NY and CT 
Mensans! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
More Ways to Reach Out to Your Fellow SC Mensans 
 

The Southern Connecticut Mensa Blog https://scm66.wordpress.com/ 
The Southern Connecticut Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/groups/SCM066/ 
The Southern Connecticut Twitter Feed https://twitter.com/scmensa66 
  
If you would like to post any last-minute events or information on the blog, email Merrill at 
SCMensa66@gmail.com. Anything posted on the blog will be mirrored on the Facebook page 
and Twitter feed unless otherwise requested. 
  
If you hit the Follow button on the blog and add your email address, you will be automatically 
notified of all new updates. 

http://www.playwrightirishpub.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCiA8gTJz_M
https://scm66.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SCM066/
mailto:SCMensa66@gmail.com
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Region 1 RVC Roundup 
  

Mensa is the smart-people’s club, so I have to ask: What did you do with your brain today? 
 
A couple of local group issues have recently been dropped in my lap, and I can trace their causes to 
miscommunication and conflicting memories. When it’s two people talking, always try to communicate 
clearly. But when it’s your local group’s Board of Directors/ExComm: minutes are very important. The 
minutes of your meetings are the official record of the actions your group has taken; they are history.  
 
Please make sure your secretary is properly recording the minutes. If you’re using audio recording, 
it’s easier to get an accurate account of what happened, but even hand-written minutes can work. In 
the two specific instances I was dealing with, there was some question of what the boards had done 
and how they could move forward. I asked for their minutes of the specific meetings under discussion, 
and what I received was unclear. Take a look at Robert’s Rules of Order for a guide on preparing 
minutes, or look at the AMC meeting minutes as good examples (us.mensa.org: pull down the “Read” 
menu to “Board meeting reports,” then select a meeting). They need to include each section of the 
agenda and any actions taken at that point. For motions (formal actions of the board, including 
spending money, appointing volunteers, and so forth), the precise wording of the motion is required, 
as well as the vote (number voting for, number voting against, and number abstaining from the vote).  
 
For groups with smaller boards, it may be easier to list each vote as a roll-call vote (name of each 
person voting each way). Please: minutes are important. While they are there for you, they are also 
for those of us who weren’t at the meeting, but need to know what happened. Thanks! 
 
In January, I sat in on the AMC Finance Committee’s budget meeting, to get a better understanding 
of how we manage our organization’s $4.5 million budget. I’m hopeful for our future, especially under 
the capable (and fiscally conservative) hands of Treasurer Deb Stone, Chairman LaRae Bakerink, 
and the rest of the committee. 
 
Remember, the newsletters (and calendars) from your nearby local groups are available to you on the 
Mensa web site (from the main us.mensa.org web site, pull down the “Read” tab and click on “Local 
Group newsletters”), and I urge you to share your events with those surrounding groups’ calendar 
editors. Keep up to date with the latest goings on in the region in Region 1’s Facebook group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/188180494045/ 
 
Upcoming Region 1 Regional Gatherings: 
 
Maine Mensa’s Fun & Games mini-RG in Portland, Maine (April 27–29): for more info, contact 
LocSec Anne Allen at durhamme@yahoo.com. 
 
And, though not in our region, Central New Jersey Mensa’s Snowball will take place in Iselin, New 
Jersey, on March 2–4. It’s a large, long-running RG that is remarkably close to many Region 1 
members (the RG hotel is 28 miles from my house). Unfortunately, there won’t be any AMC members 
at the RG because a scheduling mix-up has the AMC meeting in Denver that same weekend. But I 
urge you to travel to New Jersey for a weekend that’s always a good time. 
 
And registration and hotel reservations are now open for next summer’s Annual Gathering, in 
Indianapolis. The cost of registration will be increasing on March 1st. For all the details, and to join 
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American Mensa’s big annual get-together, see http://ag.us.mensa.org/. 
 
Ian Randal Strock 
(917) 755-6935 
RVC1@us.mensa.org 

 
Glossary: 
AMC: American Mensa Committee, the national board of directors 
ASIE: Actions Still In Effect, the resolutions adopted by the AMC, subsidiary to the bylaws 
Region 1: The northeast region of American Mensa, comprising New England, Northern New Jersey, 
and most of New York 
RVC: Regional Vice Chairman, a member of the AMC with responsibility for a specific region of 
American Mensa 
SIGHT: Service of Information, Guidance, and Hospitality to Travelers 
 

 
 

Word Check 
 
Define these interesting adjectives.  
 
1. antic -   
 
2. baleful -   
 
3. baneful - 
 
4. brobdingnagian [brob- ding- NAG -ee -uh n] 
 
5. endemic -   
 
6.. equanimous - 
 

7. fecund - 
 
8. invidious - 
 
9. minatory - 
 
10. puckish - 
 
11. rhadamanthine -  
  
12. tremulous -

 
 
 
  

http://ag.us.mensa.org/
mailto:RVC1@us.mensa.org
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Answers: 
 
1.  antic - clownish, frolicsome. 
 
2.  baleful - deadly, foreboding. 
 
3.  baneful - 1. exceedingly harmful; causing harm, death, ruin. 2. deadly or sinister. 3. portending 

disaster. 
 
4.  brobdingnagian - gigantic, colossal (from Gulliver’s Travels, by Jonathan Swift).  
 
5.  endemic - native to a particular area or culture; originating where it occurs. 2. prevalent 
 in a particular area or region (especially of diseases or social problems). 
 
6..  equanimous - calm and composed; of stable disposition. 
 
7.  fecund - prolific, inventive. 
 
8.  invidious - resentful, envious, obnoxious. 
 
9.  minatory - menacing. 
 
10.  puckish - impish. 
 
11.  rhadamanthine - harshly strict. 
 
12. tremulous - nervous, trembling, timid, sensitive.  
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The January Monthly Dinner 
 
Flying Paper Aircraft 

 
Southern CT Mensa got 2018 off to a flying start with a talk by Mensan James Zongker on paper 
aircraft design. We were meeting in a new place—Panera Bread on the Post Road in Westport. 
There, in a private room we reserved, James showed us a 27-minute video, talked about the art of 
making paper planes, and then put on some demonstrations of his craft.  

 
James, a mid-western Mensan, is an engineer in the aviation industry. He started a long-term 
contract job in Connecticut late last year and checked out Southern CT Mensa’s calendar of events 
on our website. He came to one of our dinners, enjoyed it, and told us a little bit about his hobby. 
Most of us didn’t know that making paper airplanes was a sophisticated craft, and when he offered to 
give a talk about it, we asked him to be our January speaker. 

 
A Hobby and an Art 
 
James became interested in paper airplanes as a child and started designing them in grade school. 
He became an expert and set a world record for distance flown (165 ft., since surpassed) by a paper 
aircraft in 1985 at the World Indoor Paper Airplane Championship at Seattle’s Kingdome stadium. 
This achievement won him an entry in the 1986 Guinness Book of World Records and a mention in a 
Sports Illustrated article (https://www.si.com/vault/1985/11/18/638176/these-exemplary-aircraft-
gave-new-meaning-to-the-term-paper-route) that reported on the championship event. 
 
Our speaker had a fleet of about two dozen paper planes on hand to show us and demonstrate. 
Among them was his record-setting MK-4 plane. “I built this light plane to combine the abilities to 
make tight turns, do acrobatics, and go for distance records,” he stated. He also had a sophisticated 
F-14 Tomcat replica, which he built in the 1970s. Building this plane, modeled on the supersonic 
Navy fighter plane that debuted in 1970, was an elaborate job. “It took me 75 hours to make it,” 
James told us.  

 
James’s models showed his multifaceted talents—not 
only his innovation, technical skills, and painstaking 
attention to detail, but also his artistic judgment. He built 
the world's first forward gliding paper autogyro 
(gyrocopter) in 1985, which won both honorable mention 
and 3rd prize for Aesthetic Design in the International 
Paper Plane Contest. James’s designs, whether simple 
or detailed, were elegant. 

 
Various design and craft skills come in handy when 
making a plane that will stay aloft and travel as far as it can. As James made evident, a paper aircraft 
designer needs to think about many of the same things as an aeronautics engineer.  

 
To begin with, you have to worry about takeoff. “There are different techniques for throwing a paper 
airplane—it’s a skill in itself,” James told us. “You have to know how to straighten, how to balance, 
and how to throw.” To build the plane, “You need to fold the paper where you want. Folding paper 
makes it smaller, concentrating the weight. But folds can disrupt aerodynamics .. it distorts the paper, 
so constructing aircraft from separate pages seems better. With multiple pages, you can make almost 

https://www.si.com/vault/1985/11/18/638176/these-exemplary-aircraft-gave-new-meaning-to-the-term-paper-route
https://www.si.com/vault/1985/11/18/638176/these-exemplary-aircraft-gave-new-meaning-to-the-term-paper-route
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any shape.” And, he added, you have to pay special attention to the wings. “The wings need to be 
thin to reduce drag,” he stressed. For paper copters, he said, “Contra-rotating wings add more 
stability.” Plus, for any aircraft, “You also need lightweight tails.” 

 
A Video Air Show 

 
James’s video showed us many types of craft doing many types of maneuvers—gliding, floating, 
turning in half-rolls, half-roll inversions, snap rolls, and half-snap reversals. One plane did an inverted 
dive, a move where a planes’ top became its bottom. Another plane did a flip-fly reversal, going 
sideways for part of its flight. There were planes doing flat spins, elevator stalls, and more. We saw a 
craft with two fronts, which could travel in either direction, a plane that looked and flew like a bird, and 
the autogyro with its moving parts. James threw in some slow-motion shots that captured the 
acrobatics moment by moment. It was a flying circus, a vivid demonstration of what James built with 
just paper and ingenuity. 
 

 
 
 
Contests 

 
After he showed us his remarkable video, James asked us a very basic question: “What is flight?”  
Before you can have a flying competition, you have to define a minimum standard for this. “There are 
two simple requirements,” James explained. “First, the aircraft must stay aloft at least twice as long as 
a rock. Second, flight requires lift and horizontal movement; if you drop a piece of paper, it’s just 
random move down. A plane’s path should average at least a 45 percent elevation.” James doesn’t 
see much need for the other rules that competitions set for construction. “It should be based on 
behavior, not design,” he declared. Later, he said that he is seeking to make a new organization that 
will set simple and clear rules for different competitions. 

 
What about spear darts? Should they be allowed in contests? “Years ago,” our speaker said, “many 
contests frowned upon spear darts and banned them. They are easy to construct and can fly farther, 
but some competitions judge aircraft only on the time aloft,” something other planes are much better 
at. 
 
Some paper plane contests apply other restrictions. For the most part, “there are basically two types 
of competition now, based only on sheets used—single piece or multiple pages.” Competitions 
generally allow glue and staples. But some traditionalists demand that designers limit their techniques 
to origami, the Japanese art of paper folding. Others accept kirigami—paper cutting. James, ever the 
tinkering engineer, has used diverse methods to make more advanced models and prefers contests 
that allow nontraditional construction.  
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Flying Through Panera 
 

While James didn’t have enough room at the restaurant to set any new world distance records, he did 
demonstrate the maneuvers of several of the paper planes he brought along. He put a paper clip on 
one and made what he called it the "world's simplest paper airplane"—simple but effective, as we saw 

when he let it fly. For another model, he inserted a 
pin—no tape, no glue—and folded it. “Very light, just 
one layer thick,” he remarked; and it glided with the 
greatest of ease. Another plane drifted off course, 
however. The plane had logged a lot of time and 
travel, and James explained, “A paper airplane 
suffers paper fatigue if it’s used too much. When this 
happens, it goes right instead of straight.” While he 
packs and stores his planes carefully, indoor flights 
hit hard surfaces and shorten the lifespan of planes. 
 

James also demonstrated some of the advanced models and maneuvers from his earlier video—
glides, reversals, spins, turns, and more. He also sent his flying bird aloft, and it flapped its wings and 
fluttered across the center aisle, a symbol of the combination of art and engineering that we saw that 
night. 

 
     *** 

James Zongker’s designs 
struck a chord with our group. 
"I'm so impressed by the 
simplicity of the designs,” one 
person said. James wants to 
bring this simple but creative 
art to the attention of more 
people. “Building paper 
aircrafts needs a bigger 
audience,” he said. He has 
started a company, Real Flight 
LLC, and a website, 
RealPaperFlight.com, to try to 
reach out to this audience. His site has paper aircraft videos that entertain and inform visitors, and he 
hopes to make more videos in the future. It also has loads of facts, techniques, plans, and 
instructions to help you build and fly your own aircraft. He wants to develop the blog and discussion 
sections on the website so that visitors can learn about and comment on the art of designing and 
flying paper planes. He also has patent applications, and maybe some drones that could be 
marketed. You can contact James by typing in a message on his website at 
http://realpaperflight.com/homepage/contact-me/. 
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Puzzles & Questions 
(Answers may be in next month’s Chronicle newsletter) 
 
1. How would life and society change if days were 30 hours long instead of 24? 
 
2. What are the 4 C’s that the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) uses to grade the quality of 

diamonds? 
 
3. How does the second-grade school curriculum differ from the first-grade curriculum? 
 
4. How many books did Winston Churchill, the English politician, write?  How many books did 

Winston Churchill, the American novelist, write? 
 
5. How long does it take to read the Sunday paper? 
 
6. Which numbers less than 100 have the most prime factors? (Ex: 24 = 3 x 2 x 2 x 2. It has 4 

prime factors) What number less than 1000 has the most prime factors?  
 
7. What diseases have been cured in the 21st century? 
 
8. What is the first account of a burial and grave in the Bible? 
 
9. What are some differences between estimates and guesstimates? 
  
10. What is the ratio of arm length to leg length in adult males? 
 
11. Are there any connections between inspiration and perspiration (hard work)? 
 
12..     How many of the 168 prime numbers less than 1000 become prime numbers when their digits 

are transposed (Ex: 13 = prime number and its reverse, 31, is also a prime number). 
 
13. How big is the miscellaneous category usually? 
 
14. A) How many bridges are there on the Merritt Parkway (just the Merritt, not the Wilbur Cross 

Parkway)? B) How many bridges cross the Merritt Parkway? 
 
15. How many professors of philosophy have a definite philosophy? 
 
16. When was the first official use of daylight savings time in modern times? 
 
17. Which is more important, guts or grit? Support your answer with psychological evidence, 

comparisons, or analysis. 
 
18. A) How many North American cities have a major league team in each of the four major sports 

(baseball, MLB-Major League Base, football, NFL-National Football, League or CFL-Canadian 
Football League, basketball, NBA-National Basketball Association, hockey, NHL-National 
Hockey League)? Include cities that have a team in a metro area (e.g., suburban or twin city) 
stadium.  B) How many have a sport in any one of these leagues? 
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19.     How much time should people spend outside in each of the four seasons? 
 
20.     In the 2017–2018 NFL (National Football League) season just past, what percentage of the 

yards gained by passes were gained by the receiver running after he caught the ball (Yards 
After Catch = YAC)? 

 

Answers to Some of the February Chronicle Questions 
 
2. How many films did these actors and actresses appear in together?   
 a) Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor 

b) Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall 
c) Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland  
d) Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers 
e) Spencer Tracy and Katherine Hepburn 
f) Clark Gable and Carol Lombard. 

A: a) Bogart – Bacall, 4 
 b) Burton – Taylor, 11 – counting 1 cameo role Taylor played. They also starred in a TV 

movie together.  
 c) Rooney – Garland, 8 

d) Astaire – Rogers, 10 
e) Tracy – Hepburn, 9 
f) Gable – Lombard  

 
4. What were the 12 industrial companies that comprised the first Dow Jones Industrial Average 

in 1896? 
A:     American Cotton Oil Company (now part of Unilever), 2) American Sugar Co. (later 

Domino Sugar, now Domino Foods, Inc. 3), American Tobacco Company, 4) Chicago 
Gas Company, 5) Distilling & Cattle Feeding Company, 6) General Electric, 7) Laclede 
Gas Company (now Spire, Inc.), 8) National Lead Company, 9) North American Company 
(electric utility holding company), 10) Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Company (now 
part of U.S. Steel), 11) U.S. Leather Company, and 12) United States Rubber Company 
(now part of Michelin). 

 
6. About how many and what percentage of the world’s Muslims are Arabs? 
A:       There are about 365 million Arab Muslims, about 20 percent of the Muslims in the world. 
 
8. In what year did these events occur?  
 a) Great Fire of London 
 b) Signing of the Magna Charta 
 c) Invention of the printing press by Gutenberg 
 d) Death of Julius Caesar 
 e) Publication of Noah Webster’s first dictionary. 
A: a) 1666    

b) 1215.   
c) ~1440 
D) 44 B.C.E.   
5) 1828 
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10. A 10 kg (~22 lbs) snowman begins to melt. It melts at 1 percent of its remaining weight each 
hour. How long will it take for it to melt to virtually nothing? 

A: It will take about 691 days for the snowman to dwindle to about .01 kilograms and about 
921 days for it to melt to .001 kg. This can be calculated using logarithms, calculus, or a 
spreadsheet.  

 
12. What Connecticut towns does Amtrak stop in on its two routes that pass through the state? 
A: Amtrak stops in 12 Connecticut towns. On the Vermonter line and Ethan Allen lines, it 

stops in 1) Stamford, 2) Bridgeport, 3) New Haven, 4) Wallingford, 5) Meriden, 6) Berlin, 
7) Hartford, 8) Windsor, and 9) Windsor Locks. On its Northeast line, it also stops at 
Stamford, Bridgeport, and New Haven, and then goes on to 10) Old Saybrook, 11) New 
London, and sometimes 12) Mystic.   
The Shoreline East Service, which connects to Amtrak at New Haven, Old Saybrook, 
and New London, also runs through, Branford, Guilford, Madison, Clinton, and 
Westbrook.  

 
14. a) How far is Mt. Kilimanjaro from the equator?   

b) How far up on Kilimanjaro does snow occur?   
c) Where does the name “Kilimanjaro” come from? 

A: a) Mt. Kilimanjaro is in Tanzania, about 322 kilometers (200 mi) south of the equator. 
           b) Snow falls on Kilimanjaro at about 4,000 meters (13,000 ft). Mount Kilimanjaro is 

5,895 meters (19,341 ft) high at its peak.   
c) The origin of the name is uncertain. There are different explanations. 

 
16. Approximately what percentage of the U.S. land area is water? 
A: 7% of the area of the U.S. land area is water. Michigan has the highest percentage of 

water area, 41.5%, followed by Hawaii, 41.2%, and Rhode Island, 33.1%. New Mexico, 
.2%, Arizona .3%, Colorado, .4%, Kansas, .6%, Iowa, .7%, Nebraska, .7%, Wyoming, .7%, 
Nevada, .7%, and West Virginia, .8%, all have less than 1% of their area as water. 

 
18. What was the highest scoring season, measured in team points per game, in National 

Basketball Association (NBA) history? 
A: The 1961–1962 season was the highest scoring in NBA history. Teams averaged 118.8 

points per game that season, although they made only 42.6% of their shots. The lowest 
scoring season since the 24-second shot clock started in 1954 was the 1998–1999 
season, when teams scored only 91.6 points a game on 43.7% shooting. In the 2016–
2017 NBA season, teams averaged 105.6 points, hitting on 45.7% of shots. 

 
20. In the 2017–2018 NFL season just completed, what was the percentage of dropped passes 

(Dropped Pass % = (Dropped Passes)/(Dropped Passes + Receptions)? 
A: Only 5.5% of passes were dropped. 
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Noted & Quoted 
 
I am not born for one corner; the whole world is my native land.  
                                                  - Lucius Annaeus Seneca, Epistles, 28 
 
It’s a small world but it’s not a village. - Anonymous 
 
Guard against idols - yes, guard against all idols, of which surely the greatest is oneself. 
                                - Alexandra David-Neel (1868–1969), Belgian-French explorer 
 
There's only a step from the sublime to the ridiculous, but there's no road leading from the ridiculous 
to the sublime.      
 - Lion Feuchtwanger (1884–1958), German novelist 
 
To err is human, to persist in error is diabolical. 
                              - Georges Canguilhem (1904–1995), French philosopher 
 
The circle of an empty day is brutal and at night it tightens around your neck like a noose 
     - Elena Ferrante, The Days of Abandonment (2005). 
 
To kill time is not murder, it's suicide.         
                                        - William James (1842–1910), U.S. psychologist 
 
Predisposition is not predestination. 
          - William Landay, Defending Jacob: A Novel (2012) 
 
If I chase a hopeless dream, it is because I have found it the best way to meet hopeful people. 
                                                                       - Robert Brault, U.S. aphorist 
 
It is your duty in life to save your dream.      
                                                           - Amedeo Modigliani (1884–1920), Italian painter 
 
Everything I know, I learned from dogs.       
  - Nora Roberts (1950–), U.S. romance novelist 
 
Great discoveries and improvements invariably involve the cooperation of many minds. 
                        - Alexander Graham Bell (1847–1922), Scottish-American inventor 
 
The work of the individual still remains the spark that moves mankind forward. 
                       - Igor Sikorsky (1889–1972), Russian-American aviation inventor 
 
What one man can invent another can discover.   
                       - Arthur Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of the Dancing Men” (1903) 
 
The wright brothers flew through the smokescreen of impossibility  
 - Charles F. Kettering, U.S. engineer 
I have seized the light. I have arrested its flight. 
                       - Louis Daguerre (1787–1851), French photographer 
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A room is not a room without natural light. 
                       - Louis Kahn (1901–1974), U.S. architect 
 
One should really use the camera as though tomorrow you'd be stricken blind. 
                       - Dorothea Lange (1895–1965), U.S. photographer 
 
Fate operates when people give up. 
                       - Jacques Ellul (1912–1994), French philosopher 
 
Time does not change us. It just unfolds us.    
                      - Max Frisch (1911–1991), Swiss playwright 
 
I knew the alphabet. Maybe I could be a writer. 
                      - Hubert Selby Jr. (1928–2004), U.S. novelist 
 
The key to wealth is to learn how to make money while you sleep. 
                       - J. Paul Getty (1892–1976), U.S. entrepreneur 
 
Build your opponent a golden bridge to retreat across.  
                       - Sun Tzu (c. 544 – 496 B.C.E.), Chinese general 
 
Truth rings no bells.       
 - Laura Riding (1901–1991), U.S. poet 
 
Sometimes it’s okay to run away.              
 - L. Frank Baum (1856–1919), U.S. novelist 
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Announcements & Notices 
 
The Curious Guide to Things That Aren’t, by John D. Fixx and James F. Fixx, illustrated by Abby 
Carter 
The Curious Guide to Things That Aren't features thoughtful riddles—one for each letter of 
the alphabet—paired with engaging illustrations that reveal and explain the answer. Each 
spread features a riddle with several clues about an intangible item, such as air, breath, or 
jokes. Kids then have to figure out the answers through detective work and a little creative 
reasoning. The clues on each page progress from challenging, more abstract clues to a 
simple, final clue that encourages the reader to turn the page to discover the answer. The 
book covers a broad range of themes, including science, language, social studies, math, music, and art. 
The Curious Guide to Things That Aren't teaches creative thinking through deductive reasoning, listening 
skills, and imagination. 
https://www.amazon.com/Curious-Guide-Things-That-Arent/dp/1633221768 
 
Games for the Superintelligent 
Those who thrill to a mind-bending challenge have met their match in this one-of-a-kind 
collection. Readers can match wits with an elite class of master problem-solvers in a wide 
variety of math, logic, and word games. These games are inspired by members of MENSA, 
the organization made up of people with an I.Q. of 140 or more. Puzzle addict James Fixx 
invites readers to sharpen their pencils and their wits. 
https://books.google.com/books/about/Games_for_the_Superintelligent.html?id=tyNAPgAACAAJ 
 

 
 
Books by Eric Lehman, Amy Nawrocki 
Prof. Eric Lehman of the University of Bridgeport, the speaker at our January 2010 and 
September 2016 monthly dinners, has 12 books available on www.amazon.com, including 
fiction, poetry, and nonfiction works about history, literary history, travel, nature, and food. His 
most recent book is his novel Shadows of Paris (Homebound Publications, August 2016). He 
published four books in 2015, including his acclaimed history Homegrown Terror: Benedict 
Arnold and the Burning of New London.  
 
Eric has also coauthored 3 books about Connecticut with his wife, Prof. Amy Nawrocki, including Literary 
Connecticut: The Hartford Wits, Mark Twain and the New Millennium (History Press, 2014). You can view 
these books and Prof. Nawrocki’s books of poetry at https://www.amazon.com/Amy-
Nawrocki/e/B00IXP5MZC/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_1. 
 

 
 

Copyright and Permissions: What Every Writer and Editor Should Know 
Do I need permission to reproduce something I found on the Internet?  If so, how do go about it?  How 
long does copyright last? What if I want to copyright something I created?  In her brief book, Mensan Elsa 
Peterson (Obuchowski) provides an engaging, accessible guide to the basics of copyright and 
permissions as they apply to writing, editing, and publishing. Available as an e-book or in print on Amazon  
(https://www.amazon.com/Copyright-permissions-Elsa-Peterson/dp/188040723X)  and Lulu  
(http://www.lulu.com/us/en/shop/elsa-peterson/copyright-and-permissions/paperback/product-

20563038.html) 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Curious-Guide-Things-That-Arent/dp/1633221768
https://books.google.com/books/about/Games_for_the_Superintelligent.html?id=tyNAPgAACAAJ
https://www.amazon.com/Amy-Nawrocki/e/B00IXP5MZC/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_1
https://www.amazon.com/Amy-Nawrocki/e/B00IXP5MZC/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_1
https://www.amazon.com/Copyright-permissions-Elsa-Peterson/dp/188040723X)
http://www.lulu.com/us/en/shop/elsa-peterson/copyright-and-permissions/paperback/product-20563038.html
http://www.lulu.com/us/en/shop/elsa-peterson/copyright-and-permissions/paperback/product-20563038.html
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Announcing New Baseball Website 
Young Southern Connecticut Mensan Benjamin Stransky has just launched his baseball website 
www.ratatatstats.com. It’s got videos, stats, and team news. Get ready for the season and stay 
informed. 

 

 
 
Classic Cars 
Patrick Foster, the speaker at the February 2016 Southern CT Mensa Monthly Dinner, has written 21 

books about classic cars. To see a selection of Pat’s books, search www.amazon.com/patrick+foster . 
 
 

 
 
Structural Integrations Sessions   
http://structuraltransformations.com/ 
Yonathan Hormadaly - Mensan and advanced practitioner of the Rolf Method of Structural Integration with 
offices in Stamford, CT, and Redding, CT. In practice since 2002.  
For new clients, I am offering a free first session at my office in Connecticut ($150 value). No strings 
attached, no commitments necessary. Structural Integration is something that must be experienced as 
words so often do it no justice, and there is no better way to experience it than to have a session. 
Call to schedule an appointment or for a free phone consultation. 203-550-6888,  

yonathan@structuraltransformations.com. 
 

 
 

http://www.ratatatstats.com/
http://www.amazon.com/patrick+foster
http://structuraltransformations.com/
mailto:yonathan@structuraltransformations.com
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SCM Chronicle - Advertising Rates 
 
Short Classified Ads: free to Mensa members and subscribers, $2.00 per month and $20.00 per 
year for others. Send copy to the editor. 
 
Display Ads: Full Page, $50; half page, $30; quarter page or business card, $15. 
Discounts for Display Ads: 10% for three issues, 20% for six issues, 30% for 12 issues. 
All ads must be paid in advance, checks payable to Southern Connecticut Mensa. 
 

 
 
The Chronicle is the official publication of Southern Connecticut Mensa 
 
The views expressed in this publication are the views of the individuals submitting items for 
publication, and do not represent the opinions of American Mensa, Ltd., the Chapter Executive 
Committee, or the Newsletter Editor (unless so stated in the article). 
 
Unless otherwise noted, material is not copyrighted and may be used in other publications, subject 
to notification of the Chronicle Editor, and receipt of two copies to the Editor (one for the Editor, one 
for the Author). 
 

 
 
Change of Address 
 
To change your address on the web, login at https://www.us.mensa.org and select the Edit Profile 
link. 
 
You may also email, or write to: 
 
American Mensa, Ltd. 
Membership Department 
1229 Corporate Dr. West 
Arlington, TX 76006-6103 
 

 

https://www.us.mensa.org/
https://www.us.mensa.org/
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Mensa Chapter #066 - Officers 2017-2018 
Southern Connecticut Mensa Officers 
 

TITLE NAME E-MAIL 

President Joan Coprio JCoprio@optonline.net 

Vice President Jim Mizera jmizeract@gmail.com  

Secretary Frank Skornia fskornia@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Elizabeth Cortright   ChapterNews@SCTMensa.com 

Membership Officer  Bruce Miller bruce3miller@yahoo.com 

Web Master Thomas O'Neill  tom@scm66.org 

Member-At-Large  Erin Davis SCMensa66@gmail.com  

Proctor, Testing & Recruiting Debra Jennings Testing@SCTMensa.com 

Scholarship Chair Darcy Sledge ChapterNews@SCTMensa.com 

Editor Jim Mizera jmizera@gmail.com 

Publications Officer Merrill Loechner SCMensa66@gmail.com  

Region 1 Vice Chairman Ian Randal Strock rvc1@us.mensa.org 

 
 

 

 

American Mensa, Ltd. 
1229 Corporate Drive West Arlington, TX 76006-6103 
Phone: (817) 607-0060 
Fax: (817) 649-5232 
E-mail: AmericanMensa@mensa.org 
Website: http://www.us.mensa.org 
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mailto:jmizera@hotmail.com
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