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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:   If your membership expires in 2014, that expiration is effective as 

of the end of April. You should have received a renewal notice in the mail or e-mail in January.  
You can return that form or visit http://ww.us.mensa.org to renew. 
 
 

 
 
 

ARCHIVED COPIES OF THE CHRONICLE going back to 2000 are available on the web at 

http://scm66.org.  You can download the latest e-mail version of the Chronicle there, as well as 
previous issues.  All issues are in read-only Adobe Acrobat format.   In addition, you can find 
copies of our groupôs newsletters and other groupsô newsletters at 
http://www.us.mensa.org/read/group-newsletters. 
  

http://ww.us.mensa.org/
http://scm66.org/
http://www.us.mensa.org/read/group-newsletters
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SCM Chapter Events ɀ December 2014 
 

 

Thursday, December 11, 7:00 pm 
Danbury Dinner 
 
Southern Connecticut and Connecticut/Western Massachusetts Joint Dinner at John's 
Best Pizza, Shop Rite Plaza, Federal Road, Danbury.  Interested Môs should contact Ward 
Mazzucco at 203-744-1929, ext 25, wjm@danburylaw.com   or Rev. Bill Loring at 203-794-
1389, fr.bill@comcast.net for more info on location and/or reservations.  
 
 

Sunday, December 14, 1:00pm-4:00pm 
Holiday Luncheon 
 

Make Merry With MENSA 

 

Come and enjoy some complementary 
holiday treats with your fellow members of 
Southern Connecticut Mensa. 
 
Location: NIA Starkweather House, 1773 
Huntington Tpk., Trumbull CT 06611.  Route 
108 North of Merritt Parkway Exit 52. 
 
Please RSVP Joan Coprio, 
jcoprio@optonline.net or (203) 968-9957. 
 

 
 

Looking Ahead ɀ January 2015 
 

Saturday, January 17, 6:30pm 

 
Annual New Members Dinner, where Mensans who have joined in the last year will be 
welcomed and can meet veteran Mensans and enjoy dinner together.  Putnam House 
Restaurant, Bethel, CT. 
 
 
  

mailto:wjm@danburylaw.com
mailto:fr.bill@comcast.net
mailto:jcoprio@optonline.net
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CT & Western MA Mensa Chapter - Upcoming Events 
 
This is not a complete listing.  WE - Weekly Event, ME - Monthly Event, YE - Yearly Event. 
 
Details regarding these and other C&WM events can be found at: 
http://www.cwm.us.mensa.org/members/member-page.htm (Mensa ID and Password required) 

 
Friday, December 5, 5:30 pm 
First Friday Happy Hour (ME, 1st Friday) at the Brotherôs Restaurant, 33 North Cherry Street, 
Wallingford, (203) 641-2408. Contact Ann Polanski home (203) 269-4565 or cell (860) 817-
9910. 
 
Saturday, December 13, 1:00 pm ï 12 Midnight 
2014 Holiday Party, Springfeld MA.  This year's party will be returning to the Marriott right in 
downtown Springfield, Massachusetts. In addition to dinner provided by the hotel, we will have 
music, a silent auction, and, if we can get some ambitious Ms to sign up, a talent show. Knowing 
how much Ms love board games, we are doubling down on our board gaming. Board gaming will 
open at 1 PM right in the foyer in front of the ballroom, and will run throughout the event. 
 
Registration is $25 if paid in December, $35 for members of other Chapters and non-members.  
For those traveling a distance, you can register under the Mensa block to get a $79 room rate.  
All registrations must be received by December 9th. Registration can be via Paypal to 
treasurer@cwm.us.mensa.org. 
 
We are looking for donations for the silent auction, proceeds of which will benefit our scholarship 
fund. You can sign up for the talent competition by messaging Michael Whitehouse 
(https://www.facebook.com/fireheart1723). 
 
Sunday, December 14, 12:30-2:30 pm 
C&WM Mensa & Friends Book Group, Branford. The next book we will discuss is 
ñAmericanahò by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichi. We will meet at the home of Genevieve Goff in 
Branford. There are lots of copies of this book in public libraries plus an unabridged audio 
recording. Please RSVP to Genevieve (203-208-1357) if you will be coming, and location details. 
 
Thursday, December 18, 6:30 pm 
Pioneer Valley Dinner (ME, 3rd Thursday) Meet this month at Buon Appetito Ristorante, 856 
North Road (Route 202), Westfield, Mass. It's easily accessible from Route 91 and the Mass 
Pike, and promises to provide great authentic Italian food and delicious wine. Chef and owner, 
Mino Giliberti, arrived from Italy in 1972, and established Buon Appetito in 2001. Having been 
raised in a coastal Italian city, Minoôs knowledge of fresh seafood is evident in his cooking, and 
many of his dishes are from traditional Italian recipes. Delizioso! 
 
  

http://www.cwm.us.mensa.org/members/member-page.htm
mailto:treasurer@cwm.us.mensa.org
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Email Ian Fraser (mensanian@ianfraser.net) for more information, directions, or to RSVP 
(very much appreciated but not required). This is a perfect opportunity to see what a Mensa get-
together is like if you've never been to one. New members and guests are encouraged to attend 
this always friendly and interesting event. We hope to see you there! 
 
Thursday, December 18, 6:30 pm  
Shoreline Third Thursday (ME, 3rd Thursday) Several people have suggested or 
recommended the Hideaway Restaurant and Pub in Old Lyme as a destination for one of our 
Thursday dinner outings, so this month, that's where we're headed. They offer a large dinner 
menu including everything from salads to steaks and seafood to sandwiches and burgers, plus 
full bar service, in a nice sit-down atmosphere. I know the holidays are busy, but come join your 
fellow M's for dinner! Spouses and families are always welcome.  RSVPs appreciated, so I can 
give them an accurate count for our reservation, or just get there and look for the table with the 
little yellow scuba tank. I'm told we'll probably be in the lower pub; go left inside the front door 
and then up, around and down to the left of the bar.  The Hideaway is located at the back of the 
Old Lyme Shopping Center, across Route 1 from the Big Y plaza near Exit 70 off I-95. Contact 
Mike Milius, miliuslondon@netzero.com, or (860) 392-9917 for more information or to RSVP. 
 
Sunday, December, 21, 12:15 pm 
Indian Lunch & Movie (ME, 3rd Sunday) Join us for a lunch buffet at Naatiya Indian 
Restaurant, followed by an authentic Bollywood movie at the theater next door! The restaurant 
is located at 8 Mountain Ave in Bloomfield, CT. Directions at their website 
http://www.naatiyarestaurant.com.  The event is being arranged by our resident Indian 
experts, Jeet & Melissa Chattaraj, jeet78@hotmail.com, so let us know you can join us. The 
movie details would be sent later to those who RSVP. 
 
Sunday, December 21, 2:00 pm 
Another Gala trip to the Theater! Great music & great company just in time for the holiday 
spirit, come join us at Connecticut Theatre Companyôs performance of The Christmas 
Schooner. This inspirational musical tells a stirring tale of love and loss that reminds us of the 
importance of tradition and family during the holidays and throughout the year.  The theater is 
located at 23 Norden St. in New Britain, and tickets are only $20. You can reserve a ticket by 
calling the theater at (860) 223-3147 or online (http://bit.ly/1rIix5c) - be sure to purchase for the 
Sunday 12/21 performance).  Once again, we will be meeting for lunch before the performance. 
Contact Barb Holstein, (860) 632-7873 to coordinate our meeting place. 
 
Friday, December 26, 5:00 pm 
Happy Hour (BE, 4th Friday) at The Playwright, Hamden (web site:  
http://www.playwrightirishpub.com). Come on down and join us this month, weôd love to see 
ya. Contact Gail Trowbridge 203-877-4472 or gail_trowbridge@yahoo.com. 
 
  

http://bit.ly/1rIix5c
http://www.playwrightirishpub.com/
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News From The Chapter President 
 
SCM Presidentôs Column ï December 2014 
 
 
Iôm writing this having just returned from dropping off my college freshman daughter at the 
Amtrak station so she can return to finish out her first semester.  It was wonderful to have her 
home for Thanksgiving; Iôll need to get readjusted to living by myself again, albeit only for a few 
weeks until she returns for a month-long winter break.  Such is the life of a parent of a college 
student! 
 
Our volunteer board decided at our last meeting to hold a seasonal celebration this month ï itôs 
open to all chapter members at no cost.  Our membership officer, Mary Acri, found a great place 
in Trumbull for us to have the event (www.niatrumbull.org) ï entitled Make Merry with Mensa. It 
will take place on Sunday, December 14th, from 1pm to 4pm.  Take a break from holiday 
shopping, warm up from the cold, have some treats and meet your fellow Southern Connecticut 
Mensans. 
 
Have a great month, and in the words of Urban Dictionaryôs definition of non-denominational 
holiday wishes: 
 
ñPlease accept my non-denominational holiday wishes with no obligation, implied or implicit, my 
best wishes for an environmentally conscious, socially responsible, low-stress, non-addictive, 
gender-neutral celebration of the winter solstice holiday, practiced within the most enjoyable 
traditions of the religious persuasion of your choice, or secular practices of your choice, with 
respect for the religious/secular persuasion and/or traditions of others, or their choice not to 
practice religious or secular traditions at all. I also wish you a fiscally successful, personally 
fulfilling and medically uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the generally accepted calendar 
year 2015, but not without due respect for the calendars of choice of other cultures whose 
contributions to society have helped make America great. Not to imply that America is 
necessarily greater than any other country nor the only America in the Western Hemisphere. 
Also, this wish is made without regard to the race, creed, color, age, physical ability, religious 
faith or sexual preference of the wishò. 
 
 
Joan Coprio 
President, Southern Connecticut Mensa 
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The October Dinner ɀ Looking Back At World War I 
 

2014 marks the centennial of the beginning of World War I.  The war redrew the map of 
the world and set the stage for the conflicts of the 20th century. Indeed, many historians argue 
that the 20th century really began with World War I, so radically did it change not only world 
affairs but humanity's outlook. A small group of Mensans and friends met at our October dinner 
and discussed the causes, events, and consequences of the Great War.  
 

Thousands of books have been written about the Great War, including many in the past 
year commemorating its anniversary. One of the things that makes the beginnings of the war 
difficult to discuss, as one Mensan noted, is that many of the pertinent documents of leaders 
were destroyed. In 1962, however, German historian Fritz Fischer went through Imperial 
German archives and found documents shedding more light on Germany's aims. Fischer 
published his findings in a book that placed more responsibilty on Germany for World War I and 
changed many historians' thinking. 
 

***  
 

THE PSYCHOLOGY AND STRATEGY OF WAR 
 
 Some basic questions we considered were why the Europeans had stumbled into war 
and why they thought the war would be over quickly. Why in 1914, when Europe had avoided a 
continental war for a century and a war between major powers for two generations? People 
often say that the war was unexpected, but as one Mensan said, all the major European nations 
had elaborate battle plans, in the Germanôs case, a plan with 48 variations. The German military, 
as we acknowledged, had not only planned for war, but felt it was inevitable. 
 

One person discussed the German psychology on the eve of the war and found it 
perplexing. He said that most of the world saw Germany as almost England's equal in Europe 
because of its growing economy and military. But the Germans thought their situation was 
getting worse. They believed that they were being encircled by the Triple Entente of England, 
France, and Russia. They feared Russiaôs large army, its reformed and growing economy, and 
its campaign to become the leader of hordes of Slavic peoples. Most of all, Germany feared a 
war on two fronts - with Russia in eastern Europe and with France and England in western 
Europe. But their invasion of France turned their fear into a reality, and their failure to defeat the 
French quickly made a long continental war a virtual certainty.  
  

We often hear George Santayana's adage, "Those who fail to learn from the past are 
doomed to repeat it." But the strategists in World War I thought they had learned from the past 
that modern technological war was short and swift. The Germans looked at their quick triumphs 
in the Prussian-Austrian war of 1863 and the Franco-Prussian War of 1871 and thought that they 
could do the same in 1914.  Moreover, the Russian-Japanese War of 1904 had lasted but 18 
months. The Germans and the European powers in general simply believed that modern 
technology made protracted war unlikely. 
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One Mensan brought out that the Germans were heavily influenced by the great U.S. 
naval strategist and historian Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan and his classic 1890 book The 
Influence of Sea Power Upon History. Mahan argued that naval power was vital in peacetime to 
protect trade and decisive in war to prevent attacks and blockades. The Germans took Mahanôs 
thinking to heart and, in the generation before World War I, built up their navy to challenge the 
British Royal Navyôs command of the seas. Unfortunately, although Germany developed 
submarines that Mahan did not dream of, its battleships failed to overcome Britainôs dominance 
and remained in its home waters for most of the war. Ironically, Mahan died in December, 1914. 
 
 

NEW WEAPONS OF WAR 
 

Almost everyone mentioned some of the technological inventions that revolutionized the 
combat ï the machine gun, lighter artillery, the railroad, the tank, the airplane, the dreadnought 
battleship, the submarine, and poison gas. Some of the inventions were not new but had been 
vastly improved since the last war. The railroads, for instance, had been operating for several 
decades, but Europeans had greatly extended their rail networks since the Franco-Prussian War 
of 1871. The railroads, one engineer emphasized, enabled the warring powers to move 
hundreds-of-thousands of troops rapidly to the battlefront. Here the Germans had an advantage, 
particularly over the Russians, whose rail system was incomplete and not uniform in width. 
 

While the Europeans had many new inventions to wage war with, there were sometimes 
problems just supplying the soldiers with weaponry. Someone brought out that all the countries 
in the war except Germany suffered shortages of artillery. The Russians army in particular was 
ill-equipped at the beginning of the war, with one-third of their soldiers lacking rifles. The Allies, 
meanwhile, did their best to keep crucial supplies from reaching Germany. 
 

The Germans had to struggle to keep their economy and military running. One Mensan 
emphasized the ingenuity of the German chemical industry, which was the most advanced in the 
world. She related that before the war, the German chemist Fritz Haber had developed a way for 
German manufacturers to produce nitrogen for fertilizer. Then in World War I, German industry 
used Haberôs process to produce nitrogen-loaded ammonia for explosives. German chemists 
were also able to synthesize several substitutes for rubber, gunpowder, and some other 
materials that were important to the war effort but difficult to obtain because of the British Royal 
Navyôs blockade and minefields. 
 

The most terrifying new weapon of World War I was poison gas. As a few Mensans 
noted, using poison gas was actually problematic because the aggressors had to worry about 
which way the wind was blowing to avoid themselves becoming victims of their poison. But even 
if there was no wind, the poison gas created a temporary no-man's land which the attackers 
could not advance into.  Nonetheless, both the Allies and the Central Powers progressively 
improved their poison gases during the war, making them lethal. 
 

One question we discussed was whether the war became stalemated because the 
defensive weapons had outpaced the offensive weapons. It seemed that way with the machine 
gun, for instance, whose rapid-fire allowed small groups well-positioned defenders to hold off 
large numbers of attackers. But while war on the western front soon became trench warfare, on 
the eastern front, the combatants moved back and forth. Perhaps, one person suggested, it was 
just that the competing armies were evenly matched. 
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BLOCKADES, SUBMARINES, AND AMERICANS 
 

Many say that the Germans blundered by resuming submarine attacks on civilian ships in 
1917, particularly the ships of neutral parties, a tactic which drew the American into the war. But 
someone noted that the Germans felt they had little choice because the British blockade was 
hurting them so badly and the British were sending military supplies on civilian ships. One 
Mensan emphasized the suffering the British blockade caused the German people and added a 
personal note. She remembered her grandmother telling her how the Germans harnessed 
women in the fields to grow food because the men were fighting in the war, the British Navy was 
preventing food from reaching German ports, and the Germans gave priority to feeding their 
armed forces first. Historians estimate that more than 400,000 Germans died from malnutrition 
during and immediately after the war. 
 

The Mensans at our dinner thought it was surprising how much the Germans achieved in 
the war given that they were outnumbered and hampered by the weakness of their Austrian ally. 
Yet they nearly defeated France in the first six weeks, drove the Russians out of the war in 1917, 
and almost won the war in 1917. But the Germans grew weary and could not withstand the entry 
of one-million fresh American troops. 

 

***  
 
Could World War 1 have been avoided?  One person mentioned English historian Niall 
Ferguson's view in his book The Pity of War that a world war might have been avoided if 
England, and the U.S., had just stayed out of it. Ferguson surmised that Germany would have 
exercised a benign dominance on the continent and established a European union. The world 
would have avoided the rise of dictators like Stalin, Hitler, and Mussolini. But one of the 
participants in our discussion said that even if the European powers had avoided war in mid-
1914, they probably would have clashed sooner or later. He cited the conflict between the 
Greeks and Turks as just one struggle that could have eventually triggered a major war. 
 
There were many other aspects of the war, especially the consequences, which we didn't have 
nearly enough time to discuss. If you would like to delve deeper into the war, you can consult 
websites such as http://www.worldwar1.com, Yale Universityôs 
(http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/WW1/othersites.html) list of web references, 
and the BBCôs web site http://www.bbc.com/ww1. 
 
 
THE NEXT DINNER: Southern CT Mensa will have its next monthly dinner on  Saturday, 
January 17, 2015. It will be our annual New Members Dinner, where Mensans who have joined 
in the last year will be welcomed and can meet veteran Mensans and enjoy dinner together. 
 
On Sunday, December 14, Southern CT Mensa will be having a holiday luncheon in Trumbull.  
For details, see the SCM Chapter Events ï December 2014 page earlier in this newsletter 
(page 2). 
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Puzzles & Questions 
(Answers may be in next monthôs Chronicle newsletter) 

 
 

1. Which are more realistic - black and white films or color films? 
 

2. According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), what percentage of people in 
the U.S. got the flu shot last year? 

 
3. What percentage of (a) grocery store purchases, and (b) department store 

purchases, do you think are made on impulse? 
 

4. How fast can kangaroos hop (km./hr., mph)? 
 

5. What were the best books, non-fiction and fiction, written about World War I? 
 

6. Which quarterback in the National Footbal League (NFL) had the quickest pass 
release in 2013, as measured in seconds from the snap? 
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Answers to the November 2014 Chronicle Questions: 
 
 

2. About what percentage of Fairfield County's (CT) land area is forest? 
 
Answer: According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 37% of Fairfield County is forest, 
which is the lowest percentage of forest of Connecticut's 8 counties. New Haven County has the 
second lowest percentage, 47% forest, and Hartford County is next, with 53% forest. Litchfield 
County has the highest percentage of forest land, 75%.  
 
 

4. What percentage of sunlight does snow reflect? Sand? Water? 
 
Answer: Newly-fallen snow reflects 80% - 90% of sunlight. Desert sand reflects about 40% The 
sunlight reflected from liquid water varies greatly depending on the angle of the sun. When the 
sun is directly overhead, water reflects only 3% to 5%, while at a very low angle, water reflects 
almost all the sunlight. On average, the earth reflects about 30% of sunlight. 
 
 

6. How much did the plane the Wright brothers flew at Kitty Hawk weigh? 
 
Answer: The plane that the Wright brothers successfully flew at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, on 
Dec. 17, 1903 weighed 274 kg. (605 lbs.) empty. It was 6.43 meters (21.1 ft.) long and 2.74 
meters (9 ft.) high. Its wingspan was 12.31 meters (40 ft., 4 in.). It reached a maximum speed of 
48 km//hr. (30 mph). On the first successful flight,  at 103:35, Orville Wright, who weighed 145 
lbs., flew the plane about 36.5 m. (120 ft.). On the fourth and final flight that day, at noon, Wilbur 
flew the plan about 61 m. (about 200 ft.) for almost a minute. 
 
 

8. What were the highest scoring and lowest scoring seasons in the NFL 
(NationalFootball League), as measured by points per game, since 1960? 

 
Answer: The highest scoring NFL season ever was last year's season, 2013, where each team 
average 23.4 points per game. The lowest scoring season since 1960 was 1977, when teams 
averaged only 17.2 points a game. There were, however, nine seasons in the 1930s and 1940s, 
before the forward pass became common, that NFL games were lower scoring. 
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Word Check 
 
See if you can define these words dealing with nature. 
 

 
 

1. dialectic -  
 
 
 

2. episteme - 
 
 
 

3. hedonism - 
 
 
 

4. hylomorphism -  
 
 
 

5. hylozoism - 
 
 
 

6. intuition 
 
 
 

7. paradigm - 
 
 
 

8. positivism - 
 
 
 
 
(Answers are on the following page.) 
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ANSWERS: 
 
 

1. dialectic - 1. the drawing out of truths through dialogue and the exchange of logical 
arguments.  2. the process of arriving at the truth by stating a thesis, developing an 
antithesis, and combining and resolving them into a synthesis. 

 
2. episteme - 1. know-how.  2. knowledge, in contrast to common belief or opinion. 

 
3. hedonism - 1. the philosophical view that the highest or only good is pleasure.  2. the 

psychological doctrine that behavior is motivated by the desire for pleasure or the 
avoidance of pain.  3.  the pursuit of pleasure. 

 
4. hylomorphism - the Aristotelian philosophical theory that sees being as a compound of 

matter and form. 
 

5. hylozoism - the philosophic view that all matter is alive, that life is a property of matter. 
 

6. intuition - 1. instinctive knowledge or inner perception.  2. an impression that something 
might be the case. 

 
7. paradigm -  1. an example serving as a model or pattern.  2. a set of assumptions and 

concepts that constitute a way of viewing reality in an intellectual discipline. 
 

8. positivism - the philosophy that the only source of knowledge is that derived from the 
senses through logic and mathematical treatment, not from a priori reasoning or 
metaphysical speculation. 
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Synonym Sense 
 
See if you can come up with at least three synonyms or near synonyms for each word. Then see 
if you can identify some antonyms. 
 
 

1. advantage -  
 
 
 

2. ameliorate -  
 
 
 

3. frugal - 
 
 
 

4. inside - 
 
 
 

5. loyal - 
 
 
 

6. resurgent - 
 
 
 

7. trap - 
 
 
 

8. united - 
 
 
 
(Answers are on the following page.) 
 
  



Southern Connecticut Mensa eChron Vol. 24, No. 11  ï  December 2014 

Page 14 

  

 

Synonym Sense ɀ Some Answers: 
 
 

1. advantage ï Synonyms: benefit, plus, strength, positive, edge, lead, asset, upper hand, 
boon.  Antonyms: disadvantage, drawback, weakness, misfortune, negative, handicap. 

 
2. ameliorate ï Synonyms: relieve, lighten, lessen, soften, alleviate, ease, mitigate, 

moderate, palliate, soothe, salve, assuage, slake, unburden.  Antonyms: burden, 
aggravate, intensify, heighten, increase, exacerbate, worsen, stress.   

 
3. frugal ï Synonyms: thrifty, parsimonious, prudent, provident, economical, sparing.   

Antonyms: spendthrift, wasteful,  profligate, prodigal, improvident, extravagant, luxurious, 
lavish, excessive, exorbitant.    

 
4. inside ï Synonyms: in, within, interior, internal, enclosed, circumscribed, indoor, intrinsic, 

imbed, domestic, close. Antonyms: out, outside, outer, exterior, external, without, 
outdoors, foreign, alien. 

 
5. loyal ï Synonyms: faithful, true, devoted, unwavering, fast, reliable, constant. Antonyms: 

disloyal, rebel, rebellious, renegade, turncoat, traitorous, treacherous, untrue, unfaithful, 
defiant, seditious, fickle, unreliable, inconstant. 

 
6. resurgent ï Synonyms: revived, reborn, reinvigorated, revitalized, rejuvenated, 

rebounding, renewed, rallying.  Antonyms: declining, collapsing, fading, dead, dying, 
decaying, destroyed, decimated, subjugated, routed, crushed. 

 
7. trap ï Synonyms: entrap, snare, ensnare, capture, net, enmesh, entangle, lock, 

shackle, imprison.  Antonyms: release, extricate, free, liberate, let go, emancipate, 
unshackle, disentangle. 

 
8. united ï Synonyms: unified, unanimous, harmonious, undivided, one, combined, 

consolidated, amalgamated, joined, solid, allied, concurring, like-minded.  Antonyms: 
divided, split, splintered, fragmented, broken, quarreling, fractious, separate. 
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MENSA Mind Games®  2015 
 
Mind Games® 2015 will be held April 30th through May 3rd 2015 at the Town and Country 
Resort & Conference Center, 500 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, Calif. 92108 
 
Located on the edge of Mission Valley, the Town and Country Resort is conveniently situated 
near both the light rail and Old Town trollies and just a short drive from San Diego International. 
Family-owned and renowned for their friendly service and hospitality, the resort boasts four on-
site restaurants, lively lounges and a full-service fitness center. 
 
Easily reserve your room online, or call 888/231-4352 and ask for the Mensa Mind Games room 
rate of $115 S/D, $125 T, or $135 Q. You'll want to request the Regency Tower, which is closest 
to the Regency Ballroom where MindGames will be held. This room rate will be available for 
your stay April 28-May 6, 2015. Mind Games room blocks fill fast, so make your reservations 
today! (For hotel assistance, please contact the eventôs hotel liaison.) 
 
 
More information: 
 

http://www.mindgames.us.mensa.org  
 
 
Town & Country Resort & Conference Center: 
 

http://www.towncountry.com  
 
  

http://www.mindgames.us.mensa.org/
http://www.towncountry.com/
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Noted & Quoted 
 
I'm a man of the past And I'm living in the present And walking in the future. 

- Peter Tosh, (1944 - 1987), Jamaican reggae musician, singer-songwriter 
 
A Christmas wish - may you never forget what is worth remembering, or remember what 
is best forgotten. 

- Irish proverb 
 
Not to like ice cream is to show oneself uninterested in food. 

- Joseph Epstein, (1937 - ), U.S. essayist, editor 
 
The materials of city planning are sky, space, trees, steel and cement in that order and in 
that hierarchy. 

- Le Corbusier, (1887 - 1965), Swiss-French modernist architect 
 
Architecture is the art of how to waste space. 

- Philip Johnson, (1906 - 2005), U.S. postmodern architect 
 
Modern Architecture is not a style. It's an attitude. 

- Marcel Breuer, (1902 - 1981), Hungarian-American modernist architect 
 
In relation to their systems most systematizers are like a man who builds an enormous 
castle and lives in a shack close by; they do not live in their own enormous systematic 
buildings. 

- Søren Kierkegaard, (1813 - 1855), Danish philosopher, Journals  
 
Moonlight drowns out all but the brightest stars. 

- J.R. Tolkien, (1892 - 1973), The Lord of the Rings 
 
Though my soul may set in darkness, it will rise in perfect light; I have loved the stars too 
fondly to be fearful of the night. 

- Sarah Williams, (1837 - 1868), The Old Astronomer to His Pupil 
 
As only New Yorkers know, if you can get through the twilight, you'll live through the 
night. 

- Dorothy Parker, (1893 - 1967), U.S. poet, critic, satirist 
 
There is no easy way from the earth to the stars. 

- Marcus Annaeus Seneca, (3 ? B.C.E. - 65 A.D.), Roman dramatist, poet, philosopher, 
and statesman. 
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I am not afraid to live on and on, if only I do not have to remember too much. A long past 
vividly remembered is like a heavy garment that clings to your limbs when you would run. 

- Mary Antin, (1881 ï 1949), U.S. author and immigration rights activist, The Promised 
Land (1912) 

 
Deep in debt, caught in a net. 

- old English proverb 
 
When we are really moved at the theatre we are always both on the stage and in the 
auditorium. 

- Roger Fry, (1866 - 1934), English artist, art critic, Vision and Design (1920) 
 
I feel as though I haven't seen an object until I actually start painting it. 

- Janet Fish, (1938 - ), U.S Realist painter 
 
If youôre not living on the edge, youôre taking up too much space. 

- Anonymous 
 
Many a man thinks he is patient when, in reality, he is indifferent. 

- B.C. Forbes, (1880 - 1954), Scottish-American journalist, publisher  
 
The only discipline that lasts is self-discipline. 

- Bum Phillips, (1923 - 2013), U.S. football coach 
 
Nothing is impossible for the man who doesn't have to do it himself. 

- Weiler's Law  
 
It is the act of a madman to pursue impossibilities. 

- Marcus Aurelius, (121 ï 180) 
 
There is nothing more enticing, disenchanting, and enslaving than the life at sea. 

- Joseph Conrad, (1857 - 1924), Polish-British novelist 
 
It is not part of a true culture to tame tigers, any more than it is to make sheep ferocious. 

- Henry David Thoreau (1817 - 1862), U.S. philosopher, author, naturalist,"Walking" 
(1862) 

 
I would rather be the man who bought the Brooklyn Bridge than the one who sold it. 

- Will Rogers, (1879 - 1935), U.S. humorist 
 
I'd be as surprised if humans could understand all things as I would if a dog could. 

- Noam Chomsky, (1928 - ), U.S. linguist, philosopher, activist 
 
 
Iôve lost my shirt two or three times - but I find other shirts. 

- Stanley Mason, (1921 - 2006), U.S. inventor 
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To say that obesity is caused by merely consuming too many calories is like saying that 
the only cause of the American Revolution was the Boston Tea Party. 

- Adelle Davis, (1904 - 1974), U.S. nutritionist, author 
 
To want is to have a weakness. 

- Margaret Atwood, (1939 - ), Canadian novelist 
 
Every time I see an adult on a bicycle I no longer despair for the future of the human race. 

- H.G. Wells, (1866 - 1946), English novelist 
 
We sail within a vast sphere, ever drifting in uncertainty, driven from end to end. 

- Blaise Pascal, (1623 - 1662), French mathematician, philosopher 
 
I havenôt been everywhere, but itôs on my list. 

- Susan Sontag, (1933 - 2004), U.S. essayist, critic, novelist 
 
To travel is to live. 

- Hans Christian Andersen, (1805 - 1875), Danish novelist, dramatist, poet 
  
Tourists donôt know where theyôve been, travelers donôt know where theyôre going. 

- Paul Theroux, (1941 - ), U.S. travel writer, novelist 
 
The true adventurer goes forth aimless and uncalculating to meet and greet unknown 
fate. 

- O. Henry, (1862 - 1910), U.S. short story writer, The Green Door ( ) 
 
A man does not climb a mountain without bringing some of it away with him, and leaving 
something of himself upon it. 

- Sir Martin Conway, (1856 - 1937), English mountaineer, cartographer, art critic, and 
politician 

 
The artist is nothing without the gift, but the gift is nothing without work. 

- Emile Zola, (1840 - 1902), French novelist, activist 
 
There is no end. There is no beginning. There is only the infinite passion of life. 

- Federico Fellini, (1920 - 1993), Italian film director 
 
You may as well borrow a person's money as his time. 

- Horace Mann, (1796 - 1859), U.S. educator, college president, politician  
 
Those that make the best use of their time have none to spare. 

- Thomas Fuller, (1608 - 1661), English clergyman, historian 
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Southern Connecticut Mensa ɀ Treasury Report 
 

Fiscal Year: April 1, 2014 - March 31, 2015 
 
        

Opening Treasury Balance at April 1, 2014 $12,146.57 

   

INFLOWS:   

 American Mensa Member Support ï March to August 2014:  

 Current Members @ $0.82 (Mar: 300) 246.00 

 Current Members @ $0.82 (Apr: 254) 208.28 

 Current Members @ $0.82 (May: 261) 214.02 

 Current Members @ $0.82 (Jun: 271) 222.22 

 Current Members @ $0.82 (Jul: 277) 227.14 

 Current Members @ $0.82 (Aug: 281) 230.42 

   

 New Members @ $1 10.00 

 Reinstated Members @ $1 each 9.00 

 Testing Bonus 80.00 

 Testing Rate @ $15 210.00 

 Testing Stipend @ $25 75.00 

   

  TOTAL INFLOWS $1,732.08 

   

OUTFLOWS:   

 Dues: CultureQuest 40.00 

 Membership expenses 150.00 

 Speaker dinner expenses 255.33 

 Web Address charge 113.97 

 Bank fees 6.00 

   

  TOTAL OUTFLOWS $565.30 

   

   

Second Quarter Treasury Balance at 9/30/2014 $13,313.35 
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Announcements & Notices 
 

Larsen Toy Labs 
 
(Westport, CT) at http://larsentoylab.com to see educational and creative gifts. 
 
You can get a 25% discount when you make a donation of blocks to a nursery, or elementary 
school, or a children's charity. 
 
For ideas, go to http://www.Adoptaclassroom.org 
or: http://www.schooldigger.com/go/CT/schoolrank.aspx. 
 
Then use code DONATE25 at the Larsen Toy Labs checkout to get your 25% discount. 
 

 
 

Local Boy Makes Good 
 
Southern Connecticut Mensa member Donald Bobowick has been issued a United States 
Patent.  The patent is for a vertical axis wind turbine design. 
 
Vertical axis wind turbines have some advantages over the horizontal axis style we see most 
often.  A few of those advantages are: 

 

 Vertical axis wind turbines are bird friendly; 

 Respond to lower wind speeds; 

 Have the torsional benefits of a long drive shaft; 

 The generator or pump they are powering can be placed at ground level for easy 
servicing. 

 
The one major disadvantage to vertical axis wind turbines is that they move in the wrong 
direction (into the wind) for half their rotation.  This newly patented design handles this 
disadvantage. 
 
While scalable to large installations, this wind turbine will be ideal for homes, farms and small 
businesses. 
 

 
 

Check out the Holistic Kidney website online: 
http://www.holistic-kidney.com/articles.html 
My first article is an interview with the author of ñHow I Avoided Dialysis and You Can Too!ò 
Dr. Jenna Henderson 
Holistic Kidney - A Safe, Natural Approach for all stages of Kidney Disease  

http://larsentoylab.com/
http://www.adoptaclassroom.org/
http://www.schooldigger.com/go/CT/schoolrank.aspx
http://www.holistic-kidney.com/articles.html
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Waiting for the Red Cow. What Will Happen When the Red Cow Comes to 
Jerusalem? 
by Gerard Brooker 
 
Waiting for the Red Cow is the last in the trilogy about Tyszka and Sarah. We watched them 
survive Auschwitz and fall in love in The Illustrator, move to Palestine to help found Israel in Oh, 
Israel, My Heart Yearns for Thee. And now, in Waiting for the Red Cow, we follow them on the 
most perilous of all their journeys, from the statehood of Israel through the many Israeli-
Palestinian conflicts. 
 
Available in paper or e-book format at https://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore, 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com, or http://www.amazon.com. 
 

 
 

Ben Behind His Voices 
/ÎÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ *ÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÏÓ ÏÆ 3ÃÈÉÚÏÐÈÒÅÎÉÁ ÔÏ (ÏÐÅ 
by Randye Kaye 
 
The gripping story of one familyôs experience when its firstborn, a brilliant young man named 
Ben, is gradually struck down by schizophrenia ï and the lessons that help the family participate 
lovingly in Benôs eventual steps to recovery. Rowman & Littlefield, Publishers. 
http://books.randyekaye.com/writing.php or http://www.amazon.com. 
 

 
 

The Baby Bomber Chronicles 
by Bob Liftig 
 
Here are the secrets about the 1960ôs no one ever told you. This is what happened when the 
ñperfectò Baby Boom generation and the ñbest country in the worldò lost all self control and 
began to hate each other. Sex! Drugs! Rock and Roll! Hippies and American heroes! What was 
it like to be an ñaverageò guy or girl caught in the middle of this free for all? Youôll laugh the bells 
off your vintage bell bottoms! Then ask Mom or Dad (or grandpa) what they were doing.  
 
Available now from Author House ï http://authorhouse.com ï (888) 280 7715.  
 
Order this title through your local book-seller or preferred on-line retailer.  
978-1-4389-0897-7 (SCISBN)  
 

 
 

Bridgeport ɀ Tales from the Park City 
by Eric Lehman 
 
Paperback available at http://www.historypress.net or http://www.amazon.com. 
 
  

https://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://books.randyekaye.com/writing.php
http://www.amazon.com/
http://authorhouse.com/
http://www.historypress.net/
http://www.amazon.com/
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SCM Chronicle - Advertising Rates: 
 
Short Classified Ads: free to Mensa members and subscribers, $2.00 per month and  $20.00 
per year for others. Send copy to the editor. 
 
Display Ads: Full Page, $50; half page, $30; quarter page or business card, $15. 
Discounts for Display Ads: 10% for three issues, 20% for six issues, 30% for 12 issues. 
All ads must be paid in advance, checks payable to Southern Connecticut Mensa. 
 

 
 
The Chronicle is the official publication of SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT MENSA 
 
 
The views expressed in this publication are the view of the individual submitting items for 
publication, and do not represent the opinions of American Mensa, Ltd., the Chapter Executive 
Committee or the Newsletter Editor (unless so stated in the article). 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, material is not copyrighted and may be used in other publications, 
subject to notification of the Chronicle Editor, and receipt of two copies to the Editor (one for the 
Editor, one for the Author). 
 

 
 
 

Change of Address 
 
To change your address on the web, login at https://www.us.mensa.org and select the Edit 
Profile link. 
 
You may also email, or write to: 
 
American Mensa, Ltd. 
Membership Department 
1229 Corporate Dr. West 
Arlington, TX 76006-6103 
 
  

https://www.us.mensa.org/
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Southern Connecticut Mensa Officers 
 

Mensa Chapter #066 - OFFICERS 2014 

 

TITLE NAME E-MAIL 

PRESIDENT Joan Coprio JCoprio@optonline.net  

VICE-PRESIDENT Jim Mizera jmizera@hotmail.com  

SECRETARY Frank Skornia fskornia@alumni.bowdoin.edu  

TREASURER  Elizabeth Cortright   ChapterNews@SCTMensa.com  

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER  Mary Acri  Mary.Acri@gmail.com  

WEB MASTER Thomas O'Neill  doctec2@gmail.com  

MEMBER-AT-LARGE  Rick Clark faclark88@gmail.com  

PROCTOR, TESTING & RECRUITING Debra Jennings Testing@SCTMensa.com  

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR Mary Beth DePaolo dakota2292@gmail.com  

EDITOR Jim Mizera jmizera@hotmail.com  

PUBLISHER  Christine dos Santos ChapterNews@SCTMensa.com  

REGION 1 VICE CHAIRMAN Andrew Heffernan rvc1@us.mensa.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 

American Mensa, Ltd. 
1229 Corporate Drive West Arlington, TX 76006-6103 
PHONE: (817) 607-0060 
FAX: (817) 649-5232 
E-MAIL: AmericanMensa@mensa.org 
WEBSITE: http://www.us.mensa.org 

 

mailto:JCoprio@optonline.net
mailto:jmizera@hotmail.com
mailto:fskornia@alumni.bowdoin.edu
mailto:ChapterNews@SCTMensa.com
mailto:Mary.Acri@gmail.com
mailto:doctec2@gmail.com
mailto:faclark88@gmail.com
mailto:Testing@SCTMensa.com
mailto:dakota2292@gmail.com
mailto:jmizera@hotmail.com
mailto:ChapterNews@SCTMensa.com
mailto:rvc1@us.mensa.org
http://www.us.mensa.org/

