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Of Southcrn Connr-cticut l\'{cnsrr

AKI_LCtEI_I{AN,IE

A. l'hc nAnlc of this organization is

Sciutltcrn Cottttccl.icut lr4cnsa. also rc-
fcrrcd to as SC lr.lcnsa.

B SC Mcnsa is a local group of
Anicrican N'lcnsa Ltd. (hcrcin rcfcrrccl tcr

as AML) and is sub.icct to thc Mcnsa
c(,ustitution and bvlas's of AIVIL, thc
rcsolutions adopted bv the Anrericarr
Nlcnsa Conrnrittcc and thc bvlan s of SC

N{cnsa.

ARTICLE II: MEMBIR${fP

A. N{embership in SC }r4cnsa is open to
all n-rembers in good standing of Anrcri-
can Mensa n'ho rcsidc in lhc ArcA

assigncd bv AML.

B. Mensa N,lcnrbers in good starrding
ri ho are not also mcnrbers of SC Mcnsa
arc u'elconre to participate in the social
activitics of SC Mcnsa but nrav not votc.
hold ofijcc. or participatc in its busincss
activitics unlcss thg be thc National
Onrbudsman or his surrogate. nrcnlbcrs
oI the Amcrican NIcnsa Comrrrittcc in
discharge of their responsibilitics.' or at

tirc invitation of thc SC lr4cnsa Board of
Dircctors.

ARTICLE T\/. OFFICERS

A. T'hc clcctcd olTicers of SC Mcnslr
sirall bc: a Prcsidcnt: a \/icc-Prcsidcnt: a

Sccretarl': a Treasurer: a Gcncral Rcprc-
scntatir,e.

Thc electoral tcrnr shall be ttro vcars.
All elected and appointed offrcers shall
ue current rnembers in good standing of
AlvfL and SC Mensa All clccted officcrs
shall be electcd at large in cvcn-
numbcred vcars. A pcrson appointcd to
nli the unexpircd tcrm of an clcctcd
officer shall be considercd to bc an
clectcd offrcer.

B. The elected offrcers shall coustitutc
tlte governing body of SC Mensa. This
governing body shall be knou'n as thc
Board of Directors. also referrccl to as

the Board

C. The appointcd olTicers of SC Mcnsa
(non-voting) shall be the Editor and anv
ofiiccrs proposcd bi' the Presidcnt anci

approvcd b1' the Board. including cr,1r"u-

mittce heads.

A I{ TJ_C]j- 1 V-OIJC_LR-D_Li_]- i L-S

.\ Thc cirrtics of tlrc Prcsidcnt rrrr-

I J'o adnrinislcr tirc brrsincss oI St'
N'lcnsa in accord u ith thc SC N,lcnsr

bllaus :rncl thc :rctions of thc Bolrd.

2 To prcsidc at nrcctings of thc Borrcl
and Busincss Nlcctings of thc lrlcrnbcr-
ship

3. l-o appoirrl appointivc clllccrs srrtl.jcct

to thc approval of tirc Board. rrrd to
d:lec'nte rnnronriatc duties if tlrcnr"Hf,'.H'

(EXCIEPTION Offrccrs uorkirrg undcr
anothcr officcr sltall bc appoinlcd br
tltat ofTiccr. such as nrcnrbcrs of thc
ngvslcttcr staff undcr thc Editor.)

-1. To supph' to anv SCNI nrembcr. for
non-comntercial usc. lcgible copics of
thc nrost reccnt SCN4 rncnrbcrship list.
at cost. u'ithin l() davs of rcccitrt o[ a

n'ritten rcqucst.

5. To applr to ANfL for cliscrctiorran
funds to lacilitatc titc goals and cfforts
of thc srorrp.

6 To infornr prortrptlr'. in u ritinq. tlrc
nationill offrcc ol AN{L o[ anr cltarrgcs

in clcctcd or appointcd officcrs as appro-
priatc.

B Thc dutics of thc \/icc-Prcsiclcnt arc:

l. To presidc in tirc abscnc: oi thc
Prcsidcnt. and to succccd to that ofllcc if
thaI ofllce bcconrcs vacalrt.

2. l'o assist thc Prcsidcnt as that olirccr
ntaY rcqucst.

3. To participatc in the delibcrations attd

actions of thc boarcl.

C. Thc dutics of the Sccrctan' arc:

l. To prcparc and furnish copics of thc
rninutes of Board artd Gertcral Brrsincss

N4cctings to all Board nrenrbcrs and to

anv rncmbcr of SC Mcnsa n'lto rcquests

them. Original Minutcs shall be in thc
lorru of a hardbound book containing all
votcd actions, the datc th*' take cffect
and tlrc nanlcs of thosc offrcers support-
ing and opposing thc action.

2. To rcport all ofllcial actions o[ thc
Board along u'ith a sunlman' of nrccting
minutcs to thc rttctnbcrship through thc
nqvslcttcr.

3. To rcspond or corrcspond n'ith otltcr
groups or individuals as rcqucstcd bt thc
Boarci or Prcsidcnt.

-l .l'o 
rrurintlrirr lrrrl rrprlrlc

[rr l:ttr s rtt,lrrriirrt rt'r isitrtt<

trr:\\lL. rlctions ltrrtl to

clocrrrtrcrrls r'r\ir1111irlc lrrr

vicrr

-i -l'o particirralc in llrc clclitrcrirtiorrs arrcl

actions of thc Bolrd.

D. Thc dutics of tirc 'l-rcasrrrcr irrc

1. To acl as crrstodiart of SC N{cnslr

frrrrds.

I l"o dcposit these funds in sucir

bankinq institul,ions as the Board di-
rccts. in thc nanlc of SC Nlcnsa.

l. To bc rcsponsible for the linancial
rccords.

4 To rcnder to tire Board a linancial
rcport n'hen requcsted bv it arrd to
publish a finarrcial rcport. n'hich shall
contain schcdrrlcs of incortrc. cxpcnses.

and balances for all funds unclcr control
of thc group including RG. scholarship
ancl othcr spacial funds. in thc SC

Nlcnsrr Ngr slcttcr rrt lcrtst c\,,cn' srr
nrontlr,s.

r. l'o aci in irccorclancc u rth sucii
financial policics ancl proccdurcr; AS nla\'

bc cstablishcd b1 thc ANIC artd as

dircctccl br thc Llorrtl.

(r l'o particinlrtc in llrc dcliberatiorts and

actions of tlrc Boarci.

E l'irc drrlics of tlrc Gcrrcnrl Ilcprcscrtta-
[rVc arc

I To acl as rccrrcstcd bv tltc Board or
Prcsiclcnt.

2. To participlrtc in thc clclitrcratiotts and

actions of thc Boarcl

F. l'hc drrtics of thc cditor arc:

I To producc or assunlc thc respottsibil-
it1' for producing thc SC Mcnsa ncn'slct-

tcr in accord ri'itlr thc Sc Mcrtsa bylart's.

cditonal policv cstablishcd b1' the Board,

and olhcr actions of tlre Board.

2. To print in full thc rcports of all
officcrs c\ccpt as llta\; bc <ltltcru'isc

dccidcd bi' {hc Board.

G. Thc chrtics of all offrccrs elected and

appointcd includc turning all filcs, offrce
cquipnrcnt, aud ntatcrials pcrtaining to
thcir ofTiccrs to thcir successors or l"o the

Prcsidcnt u'ithin four n'ccks of lcavittg
officc.



RECIORS
IB-OARD)

A. Thc Board shall bc thc govcrnirrr
bodr of SC N{cnsa and shall clccidc all
nrattcrs of allocaLion of funds. policr.
grio'anccs and disputcs. All olTiccrs arc
bound trv thc dccisions ancl instnrctions
of thc Board.

B. All electcd offrccrs arc rcqrrirccl to
atlcnd the rcgularll schcdulcd Boarcl

nrcctings. Anv officcr u'ho lails to attcnd
tltrec consecutivc nrectings or fails to

attcnd 600A of thc nrectings in a 12-

nronLh period shall be considcrcd to

havc resigned. urtlcss the absenccs arc
crcused bY a unanimous dccision of thc
Board. A so resigncd individual nlav not

be inrmediatclv rcappointcd to thc
Board.

C. Regular Board nrectings shall bc hcld
at leasL once each quarter. Thc tirnc and
placc of rcgtrlar nrcctings shall bc

Announced in the SC Mcnsa novslcttcr
N{cctings shall bc opcn to all nrcrnircrs
of SC Mensa. Anv nrenrbcr of SC Mcnsl
nrav place an itcnr on thc agenda of thc
Board nreeting.

D. A special nrecting of thc Board (not

schcdulcd in tltc ncrlslcttcr) rrrav bc

callccl bv an)' Board ntcnrbcr. for tlrc
solc purposc of attcnding to busincss
u hich. bccause of its naturc cannot bc

put off to the ncxt scl'rcdulcd mccting.
Thc Presidcnt or Vicc-Prcsidcnt is rc-
sponsible for infornring all Board rncnr-
bcrs at least 72 hours in advancc bi
direct conve rsation (not bt' ansu cring
machine) or bl' ccrtificd rnail. l'hc
special meeting shall includc onlv thc
busincss for u,hich thc meeting is callcd
and shall be fully reportcd in thc
neu'sletter.

E. A quorum of the Board shall consist
of a majoritl' of thc voting nrembcrs.

F. No general proxies arc allon cd.

Proxies given in n'riting oll a spccific
issr.re for a given meeting arc allon,cd.
Proxies are not counted ton'ards obtain-
ing a quorum.

G. An1' \'acanc)' on the Board shall bc
filled b1' the Board. Whcn thc rcsigna-
tion or removal of a Board nrcnrbcr
u'ould result in a fourth elcctcd position
bcing filled by an appointed inclividual
and there are morc than clevcn full
ntonths remaining in the tcrnr o[ olhcc.

thc appoinlcd individrral shlll scrr c onli
tuntil lr spccial clcctiort is hcld to fill thrt
position for thc balancc oI tlrc tcrrrr. irr
so lar as possitrlc. thc fornurt anci nrlcs
of thc spccial clcction shall foliou tho-sc

for n rcgrrllr clcction.

Fl. Appointcd offrccrs tuar bg rcnrovcd
onlv bv thc Board. Titc appointcd ofllc-
crs' tcrnr of officc is tirc sAnrc as thc

Board.

ARltCtEJl-llIE--lrlll{GS
A. A Brrsincss rncctir)g of thc \lcnrbcr-
ship nrav bc callcd bi thc Prcsiclcnt. thc

Board. or bv a pctition of at lcast l -i

nrcmbcrs. The tinrc and placc sirall Lrc

dctcrnrincd br tlrc Board. but it shall bc
prompt and rcasonable. Thc tinrc and

placc shall bc publishcd in thc SC

Mensa nqvslcttcr. r\t lcast onc nrcctinc.

shall bc hcld annrrallr. A nrcctins nrl\
also bc callcd to:

I . Start thc proccss for arricnciin g thc
bvlau's (scc articlc ),)

).. Start thc i)roccss fclr rc:ailing 11r]

clcctcd officcr (scc articlc I\t.
3. Changc anv Boarcl polro

B. A Busincss N'lcclinq callcd br I)ctition
shall incltrdc onlv tlrc btrsirtcss for niriclr
thc nrccting is bcing callcd

C. -I'hc nrcrrrbcrs at a llrrsirrcss \lcctirrr:
for u hiclt troticc ltas bccn citrir gr\ cn

constitrrtc a quonlnr. Signcd and datcd

prorics on a spccific issuc slrall bc

acccptcd at a Busincss N1ccting. Proxr'
forns on the issuc to bc dccrdecl shall bc

publishcd in thc rtoislcltcr for nrailing
to thc Ombudsrrratt. Prorics shall be

countcd in Public. u ltcn tirc votc is

takcn at thc ntccting..

ART I CLE VI Ii-OMBUD S \dAr\

A. Thcrc shall bc an Onrbudstttatt for
SC Mcnsa. u'ho shall bc appointcd br

thc Board. and u'lto shall scn'c a tcrnt of
six vcars fronr thc datc of appointttrcttt.
Thc Ornbudsnran shall havc beclt

dccnrcd to rcsign if hc/she is no longcr a

mcnrber in good standing of SC lvlcnsa

or hc/shc mns for offrce or is appointcd

to any SC Mcnsa olllcc.

B. Thc Ornbudsnran ri'ill not bc consid-
crcd an clcctcd officcr. but uill rcccivc

all rnatcrial circulated to ofTiccrs and

shall havc acccss to all nratcrials pcr-

taining to thc opcralion or activitics of

SC lrlcnsl

C. 'fhc f)rtrtrrrclsrtutrt shlll lr;tvc all
ttortnal irvcnucs of corttrttrrrricaliorr opcrr

to hint/lrcr irrclrriiirrg tlrc ncn slctlcr 'l'lrc

Editor slrall clccnr iurl conlnunriclltr()rr
frorn tirc Ortrirrrclsrnltrt rtt:trkcrl''firr
prrblicatiorr " as oI tlrc higlrcst pr ioritr .

includirrg nurtcrial rclltirr!l to rr rccrll
pctition.

D. 'fhc Otnbrtclsruilll lllitl c\prcs;s ollitt-
ions. s:ttlc clisprrtcs. rcrtclcr .irrsticc arrrl

pronrotc tirc n clfirc of SC Nlcrrsa 'T'lrc

Orttbrrclsnlalr nra\ ecl as att arbitrrlor or

arrangc for:rnotlrcr pcrson to clo s()

cithcr at lhc OnrbuclsnrAn's oun volitiorr
or at tlrc rcqrrcst of onc or lltorc of tltc
partics. -['hc 

Onrtrrrclsrnan s or othcr
arlritrator's dccision ntav bc appcrlcd to

thc AltlC or Anrcric:ut N'lcttslt Ortrbrrcls-

nran. urrlcss thc llrrtics agrcc in rtch':utccr

tirat thc ciccision uili trc birrclirrq.

Allll C t EJL LL-l I L E-C-I-IQ-N,S

A No lrtcr tlrart Aprii ! of c\ cli-
nrrrrrlrcrccl \ crrs. lhc []oltrcl u ill :rpprrirtl

an Elcction Conrnrittcc of :rl lcrrst tirrcc

nrcnrbcrs. Ncithcr SC NIcnsa ofltccrs or

candidatcs nrav bc on thc lllcctiolr
Conrnril tcc l-h.c Elcct iorr C'orrt rtritl':'-'

slrrll srrpcrvisc tlrc cortilttcl of lhc clcc-
tiotr

U. l-hc []lcction ('orttrttittcc shrrll puirlish
irr thc .lrrne rssuc of thc Ncrt slcttcr

I J-hc qrralifications lutcl t.crltrircllrcnls

for c:rndidalcs.

2 l'hc rtrlcs rtrtcl dc:rdiincs for ttotlitrr-
trorr s

i Thc nrlcs for lhc clccttorl I)r.oc,lss

+. A listing of all availrtblc lirls i-trr

candidatcs frottt SC lvlctrsrt :tttcl nN'l1..

including rcsolrrccs suclt lts tttcrttltcrsitilr
lists ancl nrailing labcls.

-5. l'hat thc ballots u'ill bc rrutilcd to tlrc
nrcnrbcrship on or bclorc I Scptcnttlcr

and instnrctions on otrtairrirrg rcplacc-
nrer)t ballots in tltc cvcttt llurt tltc
original ballots arc nol rcccilcd hv l0
Scptcnrbcr.

6. Aftcr prrbliczrtiorr oI thc .lturc ttctrslct-
tcr. no clcction ntles or clcfinitions ll):t\
bc clrarrgcd clrrring tltc clcctiott u'ititotrl
instructions or .justificatiolr front n Nll.
or thc Ontbuclsrttan



I

i. A membcr in good standing of Sc

Mensa may run for elcctive officc tlpoll

subnrission of a statcntent of intcrtt

siqnccl by thc candidate. Such stalctttcttt

rnust be rcccived bv the Elcction Cont-

rnittec bcfore tltc published dcadline. If
onh' one person is norlrinatcd for attv

offrcc, that Person is elccted.

(Altcrnate proposal to be addcd if ap-

provcd by menrbership vote:) An1' candi-

date must be resident n'ithin thc gco-

graphic limits of thc group. and clccted

offrccr shall be considered to havc

resigned upoll nroving their residencc

out of the geographic limits of lhc

group.

D. A candidate ntal' run for onlv otlc

offrcc.

E. The ballot shall be incltrded in thc

Septembcr issrte of the nelvslettcr and

contain all necessary instnrctions to thc

\,otcr, including:

l. Names and cities of residencc of all

candidates.

2. The addrcss to lvhich tho' ntust bc

mailcd, and the place and tirne n'hcrc

thcv ttral'be returned in person'

3. Any instmctions for sealing rcquircd

b1' the Election Comnlittee.

l. Ballots ntay not contain attv votittg

suggestions, ntarks.logos. or idcntifvirtg

s1'mbols relating to anv candidatc.

Mailed ballots must be receivcd b1' tlte

third Sunday in October and counted in

public by the Election Committee on thc

ncxt.day.

F. Each l'otcr u'ill cast one votc for cach

contested position except an Australian

preferential ballot shall be used u'lterc

tltere are more than tg'o candidates for

an oflice. A majority of the votes shall

constitute election' A coin flip shall be

heltl in case of a tie. Those clected shall

take office on the first day of Novembcr'

G. If there is no candidate for an offrce.

tlte nerv board shall nante someone to

hll the office for the term.

H. Challenges to the election shall bc

ttiade in rvriting bv Decembcr l5th'
Copies shall be presented to the Board.

the Ombudsman, and the Regional Vicc-

Chairman.

ARTTCLE IX: RECALL

A. Anr. clcctivc officcr or tltc Olnbtrds-

nlan nlay trc rctttovccl frortl offrcc trv votc

of the tttctttbcrship tx' lctlcr ballot. 'fhc

lcttcr ballot shall trc orclcrcd br a

N,lcnrbcrship N4cctirlg. Thc Nlcnrbcrship

Mccting shall bc rcqrrcstccl bv a pctitiorr

signcd br. aL lcast I -5 tttettrtrcrs of SC

Mcnsa in goocl standirlg' Thc pctitiott

shall contaitt a dcscription of thc cvcllts.

actiotrs. or chargcs of nrisfcasatlcc. tttll-
feasancc. or ttonfcasattcc .ltrstifi ing rc-

cal l.

B. A scparatc pctition mtlsl bc prcscntcd

for cach offrccr to bc rccallcd.

C. Upon rcceipt of thc rccall pctition.

the Board shall notifv tltc mcttrtlcrship

in the ttcst issuc of thc ttgvslcttcr of tilc

charges and thc tirlrc and location of thc

Busittess Mectirrg at u'hich thc chargcs

ancl defcnsc lllal bc prcscrttcd. A good-

faith cflort sltall bc nradc to find a datc

agrecablc to tltc pctitioncrs. thc chargcd

offtcer. and the Onrbudsntart.

D. At lcast ollc rcprcsctttrlir c of thc

pctitiortcrs tttttst bc prcscllt lt tirc Brrsi-

ncss lvlcctirtg.

E A sunllllan' of thc Busincss Nlcctittg

prepared br thc Sc Oltibitdsntart- thc

National OltlbudsitlAll or llis/hcr rcl)rc-

scntativc shall bc prrblishcd in thc

rtcuslcttcr artd caclt partv involrcd shall

havc thc opporttrtritv to ptrblish all

additional statcnlctlt.

F. Art Elcction Cotrlltrittcc of thrcc

rtrcntbcrs acccptablc to all partics shall

bc appointcd bi' thc Onrbudsntatt or thc

National Ombudsnlan. Thc ballot shall

be published in the sanlc isstrc as thc

suntnrary of thc Busitlcss Nlccting Ral-

lots shall bc cotttttcd in public an a datc

sclccted bv the Elcction Cornrnittcc'

G. A rccallccl ntctttbcr nlal not be

appointed to be an offtccr for thc

remaindcr of tltc currcnt tcrnt.

ARTTCLE X: AMENDMENTS TQ

THE BYLAWS

A. A ntotion to arncnd the bvlati's nlav

bc nraclc b1' allv mcnrbcr irl good

standing, in u'riting. to thc board'

B. Noticc o[ thc anrendnlcttt shllll bc

includcd tvith thc allllotlnccnlcnt of a

Busincss Mccting in thc SC Mcnsa

ncu'slcttcr. Uporl tltc favorablc votc o[ a

majoritt' of thosc prescnt and votirtg at

thc Busincss N'lcctirrg. tltc attlcttcltttcnt

shrll bc strbrttittccl to thc Alttcriclttt

N4crtsa Cotttrttittcc for rpproval ltrtcl thcrr

subnrittccl lo tltc tttcttttrcrsltip [or ll

rcfcrcttcltt ttt.

C. Thc rcfcrcttclttttt lrlllot shall ltc

incluclctl in tlrc ttcrt issttc of thc S('

lvlcnsa ttcri slcttcr. Irtsofur lls llossitrlc.
tltc proccdtrrc for e rcfcrctlclrrrrt slrltll t'c

tltc santc as for :ltr clcction. At lgl1ql ()0

clars shall bc providcd Lrctsccn tlrc first

publicatiolt of thc :ttltcttcltttcttl :ttlcl tltc

cnd of lhc clcction pcriod 'l'lrc atttcttcl-

nlcnt shall bc cttltctcd llpp11 tlrc fttvtlrltblc

votc of a rtra.ioritv of thosc votitrg.

ARr I C-L,lr-X L-Nl ri NS.\-- N,A Nl E 
-A N I)

tO-GQ

A. ANlL ltlts grarttccl a rolaltr'-frcc

noncrclttsivc liccnsc to SC N4crrsa for

thc usc of thc tttark "N{ctlsA" and il
logo. cottsistitttl of a glotrc ovcl' a

stvlizcd "N'l" u'ithirr a t'torclcr. itt cott-

ncctioll ri ith thc scn'iccs attcl pllrposcs

of SC NIcnsa. AN'IL rctaitrs [trll ott'ttcr-

sltip of thc tttark arld logo ltttcl all

statutorv attcl cottttttotl llts riglrts irr tlrc

nrark rtrrtl logo.

A RII,CL LX TI-IE NI PQ_R A R}-B QA R I)

A. Sltotrld the erorrp bc ri'itllotrt a viablc

Boarcl ttccartsc of rcsiqnittiotls or rcclllls'

thc Rcgional Vicc-Chairlllall slrrrl lrc
rcqucstccl to appoint a Tctnporan' Bolrci

ancl Illcction Cortrlrlittcc if rcqtrirccl 'l'lrc

tcttrporan' offtccrs shall finislt lltc tcrttt

ancl lrlrrldlc all srotrll lrttstttcss


